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Welcome to the WDS! You are now a part of a growing and vibrant association of more than 1,200 members from around the 
world. We encourage all new members to become active by joining a WDS Task Force or Committee. To review the list of committees and 
consider where your interests may be, visit www.womensderm.org. You can volunteer on-line for any one of 25 committees/task forces or 
do so by calling 877-WDS-ROSE (877-937-7673).

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

By Zoe Diana Draelos, MD

 Cheryl M. Burgess, MD, is 
changing the life of others in Washing-
ton, DC. She is a member of the High 
Tea Society, which seeks to bridge the 
cultural, social, educational gaps, and 
enrichment of underprivileged young 
people through close relationships 
with adults. The guiding philosophy 
for this organization is that behavior 
is shaped by the four E’s: Experience, 
Environment, Expectations of others, 
and Exposure. How very true! Cheryl 
is not only an active WDS member, 
but she is reaching out to others in a 
very special and profound manner.

 Looking for the experience of a 
lifetime! Sue Boyko, MD, reports 
that her 3 French horn playing daugh-

ters performed live in the Sydney Op-
era House on July 9, 2006, with 350 
musicians from California and Ohio. 
They debuted a composition by David 
Gillingham entitled “Chains of Time” 
depicting the convicts’ arrival in Syd-
ney from Britain. The music was being 
played while the sun was setting be-
hind the famous harbor bridge. Truly 
a special memory for Sue!

 Shelley Sekula-Gibbs is a 5th 
generation Texan, a teacher, and a der-
matologist who is running for the US 
House of Representatives. Dr. Sekula 
Gibbs is currently serving her third 
term as an At-Large member of the 
Houston City Council. Vote for Shel-
ley for Congress!
 Our hats are off to Linda Ruetsch-

NEWS & NEWSMAKERS
Neri, one of our longstanding cor-
porate professional liaison members. 
Linda recently was promoted from her 
position at OrthoNeutrogena to Bar-
rier Therapeutics, an up and coming 
technology powerhouse for dermatol-
ogy. We congratulate Linda who hasn’t 
missed a WDS reception yet!

 Boni Elewski, MD, is thrilled that 
she and her husband will no longer 
need to commute between the north 
and the south. Boni announced that 
her husband would retire shortly and 
permanently move from Cleveland to 
join her in Birmingham, Alabama.

 Elizabeth McBurney, MD, is 
a trendsetter for the WDS and all 
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